
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A: 
Letters of Support 

 
 













 

 

 

 

 

May 6, 2020 
 
 
 
Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Letter of Support for Interstate 49 BUILD Grant Application  
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
As the U.S. Department of Transportation considers applications for BUILD Discretionary Grants, the Mid‐America 
Regional Council wishes to convey support for the application submitted by Cass County, Missouri. MARC serves as the 
council of governments and metropolitan planning organization for Greater Kansas City. 

 
This project will expand I-49 to three lanes (from its current two-lane configuration) between 155th Street and North 
Cass Parkway. The application has been a collaborative effort among the Cass County Commission and cities of 
Raymore and Belton who see this project as critical for both safety and future economic development. The Missouri 
Department of Transportation has long identified this portion of I-49 as an area of concern due to the growing 
number of accidents and vehicle crashes that have occurred in the past several years because of the growing amount 
of traffic through this corridor. From 2013-2017 this segment alone had seven fatal and critical injury crashes. 
 
This project is consistent with the goals of Transportation Outlook 2040, the region’s current long‐range transportation 
plan and is also included as a priority illustrative project in the upcoming Connected KC 2050 regional transportation 
plan, and as such, demonstrates the support of the entire Kansas City region for this important investment. 

 
The Mid‐America Regional Council supports funding this BUILD application; and we look forward to working with you 
to make this important project a reality. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
   

David A. Warm 
Executive Director 
 

 







 

 

May, 9, 2020 

Secretary Elaine L. Chao 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Secretary Chao, 

I am writing to express my full support of the Cass County, Missouri, application for the 

2020 BUILD Grant to expand Interstate 49. The application has been a collaborative effort 

among the Cass County Commission and cities of Raymore and Belton who see this project 

as critical for both safety and future economic development. 

The Missouri Department of Transportation has long identified this portion of I-49 as an area 

of concern due to the growing number of accidents and vehicle crashes that have occurred 

in the past several years because of the growing amount of traffic through this corridor. 

From 2013-2017 this segment alone had seven fatal and critical injury crashes. 

Additionally, this area is poised to see even more traffic as I-49 is identified as a Tier 1 

roadway in Missouri’s Statewide Freight Plan. On the south end of this project, Raymore is 

preparing to break ground on 1.9 million square feet of a retail logistics warehouse and 

shipping hub. I-49 will be a critical interstate for both of these developments and both 

communities are preparing for more similar projects in the near future. 

I applaud the efforts of the Cass County Commission who have been working collaboratively 

this past year to gather the data necessary for this application. In the spirit of collaboration, 

these entities have also identified several funding sources such as the Missouri Governor’s 

Cost-Sharing program that will help support the project in addition to the BUILD Grant 

funding. 

Working across jurisdictions can always present challenges, but these communities and the 

elected officials have shown a commitment to improving I-49 for the entire South Kansas 

City region. 

I look forward to seeing this project break ground in the future with the help of the U.S. 

Department of Transportation. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mayor Kris Turnbow 

City of Raymore 

 



















May 13th, 2020 

The Honorable Elaine Chao  
Secretary of Transportation  
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, D.C. 20590  

Dear Secretary Chao: 

I am writing to express my full support of the Cass County, Missouri, application for the 2020 BUILD Grant 
to expand Interstate 49. The application has been a collaborative effort among the Cass County Commission 
and cities of Raymore and Belton who see this project as critical for both safety and future economic 
development.   
Belton is located at the influential intersection of several highways that service Missouri and Kansas. This 
infrastructure expansion would assist with creating jobs for the communities and function as a staple to the 
economic productivity for surrounding businesses. The city of Belton, Raymore and the state of Missouri 
provide some of the top labor markets in the region due to workforce demographics and wages, creating long 
term sustainability.  
The Missouri Department of Transportation has long identified this portion of I-49 as an area of concern due 
to the growing number of accidents and vehicle crashes that have occurred in the past several years because 
of the growing amount of traffic through this corridor. Additionally, this area is poised to see even more 
traffic as I-49 is identified as a Tier 1 roadway in Missouri’s Statewide Freight Plan. Both Raymore and Belton 
are working to complete several major light industrial development projects that could bring thousands of 
jobs to the area. I-49 will be a critical interstate for industrial development and expansion of businesses in the 
community.  
This expansion would increase quality life, freight transportation, and make the highway safe for emergency 
services providing room for accident assistance. The expansion of I-49 would benefit transportation needs 
servicing the Kansas City Metropolitan area and neighboring state of Kansas. This grant would help assist 
with the funding of the expansion of I-49 to not only benefit the daily commute of the residents but the 
overall quality of life for these families.   
NorthPoint has a passion for the people and we are excited to participate in helping Belton achieve funding to 
benefit their city’s economic development. This application represents the unified partnership of Cass 
County, the Missouri Department of Transportation, and the business development of local and national 
companies.   

Sincerely,  
Brent Miles, Chief Marketing Officer 

NorthPoint Development  
4825 NW 41st St Suite #500  
Riverside, MO 64150  
www.beyondthecontract.com  
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