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Welcome Virtual Public Meeting

US 285 South
Wednesday, Oct. 12, 2022

From I-20 in Pecos to I-10 in Fort Stockton
CSJs: 0139-05-049, 0139-06-023,
0139-07-026 and 0139-08-042
Reeves and Pecos counties, Texas 

Why am I here?
• Learn about the project
•  Review information regarding the study area
• Provide your input

¿Habla Español?
Para información adicional con respecto al 
proyecto o para hacer preguntas, por favor 
marque a (972) 960-4400.

The environmental review, consultation and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by 
TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated Dec. 9, 2019, and executed by the Federal Highway Administration and TxDOT.
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What is TxDOT currently considering?

 The US 285 South project includes 
US 285 from I-20 in Pecos to I-10 in 
Fort Stockton.

• Project is approximately 49.3 miles.

•  Proposed improvements are 
anticipated to include:

 Upgrading US 285 from a two-lane 
undivided roadway to a four-lane divided 
roadway with a median or barrier.

Increasing the overall safety of the 
corridor and improving mobility.

Estimated construction cost

$400.2 million

Estimated right of way and utility 
relocation cost

$40 million
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US 285 South project layout

Existing rural roadway section

Proposed rural, four-lane divided
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US 285 South traffic volume and crash analysis

TRAFFIC VOLUME

29%
Traffic is expected to 
increase 29% from 
2019 to 2030.

29%
On average 29% of 
the traffic volume is 
truck traffic.

FM 2007 to FM 
1776 has 40% of 
traffic from trucks.

Source: Statewide Traffic 
Analysis and Reporting 
System (STARS II) and 
Statewide Planning Map.

CRASH HEAT MAP

Source: https://cris.dot.state.tx.us.

2018 had the highest number of crashes.

Crashes have decreased since 2018, likely 
due to reduced speeds due to construction 
and passing lane improvements.

CORRIDOR CRASH DATA 2016 - 2020

TIME OF DAY CRASHES

17.8%
of crashes occurred 
between 6 a.m. - 9 a.m.

18.4%
of crashes occurred 
between 3 p.m. - 6 p.m.

https://cris.dot.state.tx.us
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Environmental assessment

The Texas Department of Transportation 
is initiating an Environmental Assessment 
(EA) for the US 285 South project in 
Reeves and Pecos counties, Texas.

•  An environmental analysis is required 
by the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA). TxDOT will prepare an EA 
for actions in which the significance of 
the environmental impact is not clearly 
established.

•  The primary purpose of an EA is to help 
TxDOT determine whether or not an 
environmental impact statement (EIS) is 
needed. 

•  The end result of an EA is either a finding 
of no significant impact (FONSI) or a 
recommendation that an EIS must be 
prepared.

The analysis presented in the EA evaluates impacts to the 
human and natural environment, including:

Water 
Resources

Air Quality Traffic Noise Community 
Impacts

Vegetation 
& Wildlife

Threatened & 
Endangered 

Species

Indirect & 
Cumulative 

Impacts

Historical & 
Archeological 

Resources

Hazardous 
Material 

Sites

Land Use & 
Parkland
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Potential environmental constraints
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Alternatives matrix

LEGEND 3 2 1 0 -1 -2 -3
Adds improvement 

beyond planned levels
Adds improvement as 

planned
Adds limited 
improvement

No change Minimize adverse 
conditions

Less favorable 
conditions

Unfavorable conditions

IMPROVEMENT ALTERNATIVES

CONSTRAINTS EAST WEST EAST/WEST HYRBID NO-BUILD

Safety
Lowers number of crashes by updates to current design 
standards, and enhancements for incident management and 
emergency access.

3 3 3 -3

Sustainability
Through improved freight efficiency and reduced lifecycle 
maintenance costs.

2 2 2 0

System Compatibility (Planning)
Compatibility with and accommodation of planned connecting 
highway network improvements.

2 2 2 -2

Mobility
Roadway Capacity, Freight Reliability, System Connectivity.

2 2 2 -1

Right-of-way Impacts
Impacts to existing properties.

-2 -3 -1 0

Community and Environment
Impacts to the adjacent community and the environment.

-3 -3 -2 0

Cost Effectiveness
Construction costs and utility relocation impacts.

-3 -3 -2 0

Ranking Totals 1 0 4 -6
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Interactive map

WE WANT YOUR INPUT

Your comments are vital for TxDOT to understand your interests, concerns, and 
needs within the project limits. TxDOT will read, discuss, and consider your 
comments and overall feedback. It is for this reason, we ask for you to take a 
moment and provide comments within the interactive comment map.

Access the online interactive map here.

Feel free to explore the map and provide multiple comments at your convenience. 
Thank you for your input.

DETAILED DIRECTIONS FOR 
LEAVING A COMMENT

To access the online interactive comment map, 
click here and a new browser window will open.

Once there, click “proceed as guest.”

You will see an interactive map on the left. You can 
zoom in and click through the map to see locations, 
streets, and other participant's comments.

To leave a comment, please follow these steps:

 1 Click “submit comment” on the right side in blue.

 2  You should see a comment form with a prompt to 
indicate a location for your comment. A location can 
be provided by clicking on the map at the spot where 
you would like to leave your comment.

 3  Once the location field has been populated, please let 
us know what type (category) of comment you intend 
to provide.

 4  After a comment has been categorized, please leave 
a detailed comment within the comment box.

 5  If you would like for TxDOT to contact you regarding 
your comment, please fill out your contact 
information. Any contact information provided will be 
kept private.

 6  Once your comment is completed, click “report it.” 
Doing so will send the comment to TxDOT.

https://hdr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/CrowdsourceReporter/index.html?appid=9b2a3b16d8e14df29f778a049dc39c28
https://hdr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/CrowdsourceReporter/index.html?appid=9b2a3b16d8e14df29f778a049dc39c28
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Timeline & next steps (Subject to change)

PROJECT MILESTONE DATES*

*Subject to change

2021

Public Meeting #1
July 7, 2021

(virtual)

Traffic Analysis
Spring 2021 - Winter 2021

Schematic Developed
Fall 2021 - Summer 2023

2022

Environmental Analysis
Spring 2022 - Spring 2024

Public Meeting #2
Fall 2022

2023

Final Schematic Approved
Summer 2023

Opportunity for 
Public Hearing

Fall 2023

2024

Anticipated 
Environmental Approval**

Spring 2024

**Approval dependent on project funding.
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How to provide input and contact us

Please submit comments regarding the US 285 South project using any of the methods below. To be included in the public 
meeting summary, comments should be submitted or postmarked by Friday, Oct. 28, 2022.

Online Comment Form

Click the comment button 
on the virtual public 

meeting page below this 
meeting room.

Email

US285South@hdrinc.com

Mail

US 285 South Project
HDR

17111 Preston Road, Suite 300
Dallas, TX 75248

Interactive Comment Map

Access by clicking here.

If you have any questions or need additional information 
throughout the project development process, please 
contact:

BRIAN SWINDELL, P.E.

Project Consultant Engineer, HDR Engineering
(972) 960-4451 
US285South@hdrinc.com

mailto:US285South%40hdrinc.com?subject=
https://hdr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/CrowdsourceReporter/index.html?appid=9b2a3b16d8e14df29f778a049dc39c28
mailto:US285South%40hdrinc.com?subject=
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Right of way

The proposed project may require 
additional right of way, subject to 
final design considerations. 

Additional information will be 
available at future public meetings, 
and we welcome your input.

TxDOT provides manuals on 
Landowner’s Rights and the 
acquisition process.
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